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December 27, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:   None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

The Dowagiac Police Department, reports that Tuesday morning, 12/24/19, at 1:00am, police 

apprehended two juveniles in connection to larcenies from vehicles.  The subjects were found 

near Cass and Hill Street.  After being caught by surveillance cameras, both juveniles confessed. 

All charges are pending authorization from the Cass County Prosecutors office currently.  It is 

believed that the 14 and 16 year olds were responsible for larceny from approximately 10 

vehicles that evening. 

 

Steve Allen reports on Code Enforcement updates:  

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 21 inspections 

 Blight violations closed = 1 

 Blight violation re-inspect (still open) = 2 

 Blight violation (new) = 3 

 Abandon auto violation (closed) = 2  

           Abandon auto re-inspect violation (still open) = 1 

           Abandon auto violation (new) = 2 

           EPM re-inspection still open = 1 

           Missing house numbers violations re-inspect (still open) = 1 

           Livestock animal violation (new) = 1 

 Parking violation (new) = 6 

 Zoning permit re-inspect (still open) = 1 

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports on 

projects across the City.    

 

We had a busy holiday week, starting with a broken 10” water main at the 

corner of Main St. and New York Ave. reported on Saturday.  All hands were 

on deck to clean-up, expose, turn valves, make the repair, and restore the site, 

all while limiting impact to the customers.  Only two households were asked to 

boil water as a precaution, with all sampling cleared by Tuesday.   



 

 

Our next emergency involved an Over-Sized Load vehicle transporting a modular home snagging 

a communications line near the VFW Hall Monday afternoon, resulting in 

a broken pole and downed lines.  We worked with MDOT on a plan to 

reroute traffic in order to close that block of E. Division for the repair.  

The electric crew planted a new pole, restored city connections, and 

assisted Frontier with hanging the communications lines at an acceptable 

height to prevent a recurrence until that portion is repaired.  Although the 

driver failed to initially stop, he was eventually 

located. 

Last night, a possible water main break was 

reported by the Dowagiac Police Department at 

the corner of Prairie Ronde and McCleary 

streets.  We were able to isolate valves and 

slow the leak, while also leaving residents with 

water overnight.  Crews repaired the 6” main 

this morning, and are awaiting SEMCO to move a gas line found 

propped on the pipe. 

 

In between all of this and the holidays, weather allowed for the first round 

of winter disconnects to take place and more leaves to be picked-up.  And, 

we continue finalizing and submitting the various regulatory requirements 

mentioned last week.  

 

Have a safe and happy New Year!  City Office will close at noon on New 

Year’s Eve and reopen on January 2nd. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

     

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


